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A complete guide for prospective fellows

Introduction to the Fellowship

The Transitional Justice Fellowship is a 9-month academic and research program designed for
early-career researchers, scholars, students, youth leaders, documenters, and civil society
practitioners currently living in Thailand.

The fellowship aims to build your knowledge, strengthen your research skills, and support you to
produce meaningful, ethical, and context-sensitive research on Transitional Justice and justice
issues and conducted in english language.

By joining this Fellowship, you will receive

High-quality TJ and human rights training

Research methodology and proposal development support
Mentorship from academic and thematic experts

Platforms to present your work

Opportunities for publication and dissemination

A limited number of small research grants (competitive selection)

What is Transitional Justice?

Transitional Justice as a response to systematic or widespread violations of human rights, aiming
to provide recognition and reparation to victims, promote accountability, and foster peace,
reconciliation, and democracy. It involves a range of judicial and non-judicial processes and
mechanisms to help societies come to terms with a traumatic past marked by conflict, repression,
or abuse. These processes include

Truth-seeking,

Prosecutions,

Reparations,

and institutional reforms to ensure non-recurrence of violations.'

The Fellowship will help you understand these concepts and apply them to Myanmar’s diverse
contexts both historical and current.

! Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). "Transitional Justice and Human
Rights." 2004. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/transitionaljustice/pages/overview.aspx



Who Should Apply?

The Fellowship is open to individuals who are currently residing in Thailand and meet the
following profile-

You are encouraged to apply if you are:

A university student

An early-career academic or researcher

A young leader or community organizer

A member of civil society, documentation, human rights, or advocacy groups
Someone with a strong interest in justice, accountability, human rights, or community
research

Eligibility Requirements

Must reside in Thailand during the entire Fellowship (Feb—Sept 2026)

Participants must be able to attend in-person activities in Chiang Mai.

Must commit to all phases of the Fellowship

No visa, stipend, or living allowance is provided

Research experience is not required, but motivation is essential

Applicants are required to have sufficient English proficiency to actively participate, as
all sessions and materials will be in English.

Fellowship Timeline (What You Will Experience)

The Fellowship runs from February to September 2026, consisting of in-person training and
workshops, online classes, mentorship, and research development.

Phase 1 - TJ Foundation and Advanced Workshop ( 2-4 th February 2026)

You will begin with a 3-day in-person workshop introducing

Core TJ principles

Global and regional case studies
Myanmar’s justice challenges
Key research themes and debates

Phase 2 - Intensive Case Study Sessions (Mid February 2026)

Online sessions will be held to explore-

TJ mechanisms around the world
Lessons for Myanmar and the regional issues
Comparative analysis and critical thinking



Phase 3 - Proposal Development and Abstract Writing (Late February)

You will:
e Develop your research idea
e Attend a proposal-writing clinic
e Submit a research proposal to apply for a research grant
e Submit an abstract for conference consideration

Phase 4 - Proposal Selection (Early March 2026)

A limited number of proposals will receive small research grants.
Even if not selected, all fellows continue in the program with full mentorship.

Phase 5 - Research Methodology Training (March 2026)
A 3—4 day in-person training covering:

Qualitative and quantitative methods

Ethics, consent, and safety

Data collection in conflict settings
Analysis and writing strategies

This prepares you for independent or group research.
Phase 6 -TJ and Ethics Workshop (April 2026)
You will learn:

Survivor-centered approaches
Do-no-harm principles

Safe documentation practices
Ethical dilemmas in the TJ context

Phase 7 - Research Roundtables (May 2026)

You will present early findings and receive feedback to strengthen your paper.

Phase 8 - Full Paper Submission (June 2026)

You submit your complete research paper. Mentors may offer comments before finalization.

Phase 9 - Conference Presentation (14—17 August 2026)



You will present your final research paper at the International Conference on Burma/Myanmar
Studies (ICBMS 2026) at Chiang Mai University.
This may include

e Individual presentations
e Thematic panels

Phase 10 - Publication and Dissemination (From September 2026)
Your refined paper may be:

Published online

Integrated into advocacy materials

Considered for academic journals or policy briefs
Shared with civil society networks

What Fellows Commit To

If selected, you agree to:

Attend all workshops (in-person and online)

Produce a full research proposal

Participate in roundtables and mentorship

Submit a full academic paper

Present at the conference

Follow ethical and safety guidelines

Respect the confidentiality and sensitivity of information

Failure to participate fully may result in withdrawal from the program.

Research Grants (Optional and Competitive)

A limited number of small research grants (of about 800 - 1,500 USD) will also be
awarded to selected proposals to support field research or remote research expenses.
Grant recipients must:

e Submit a budget
e Follow reporting requirements
e Complete research within the timeline

Grant decisions are based on proposal quality, feasibility, and relevance.

All fellows, grant or non-grant, receive full training and mentorship.



What you will gain from the fellowship

Knowledge and Skills

Strong understanding of TJ concepts
Research design and methodology
Ethical and safe research practices
Academic writing and presentation skills

Outputs
e Research proposal
e Full academic paper
e Conference presentation
e Publication (if selected)

Professional Growth

Academic visibility through ICBMS and/or other academic research conferences
Networking with peers and regional scholars

Mentored learning environment

Experience for future graduate studies or research roles

Application Requirements

To apply, prepare the following:

Application Form (online)

Statement of Interest

CV or short bio

Research Idea (500—700 words) describing-
o Topic and background

Research question

Why it matters for Myanmar

Possible methodology

Ethical considerations
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5. Abstract of current work (project or research) that can be interpreted through a
transitional justice lens, linking to intersecting issues (optional; 500—700 words).

Selection Criteria

Applicants are selected based on-



Commitment to justice, accountability, or community research
Clarity and relevance of the research idea

Motivation and readiness to learn

Ability to participate fully in the program

Diversity of backgrounds (gender, ethnicity, region, sectors)

Important Notes

e The Fellowship does not provide a visa, stipend, or living allowance beyond specified
activities. However, a daily allowance and local transportation will be provided for
fellows during in-person workshops in Chiang Mai, and an internet allowance will be
provided for online sessions.

Fellows must be available for in-person workshops in Chiang Mai.
Confidentiality and safety are taken seriously; ethical conduct is mandatory.

Contact Information

For inquiries, please contact: kyawlwin(@asia-ajar.org and cc: office@rcsd-cmu.com,
burma(@asia-ajar.org

Be part of a new generation of researchers working toward justice, accountability, and a better
future.
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