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T

he year 2020 has been a time of looking inward. Many of us spent more time alone than ever, providing a painful
reminder that we do better living, working, and playing together. We were separated from loved ones, work
colleagues, and routines. Governments focused on domestic concerns like closing borders, while trying to save
lives and keep economies afloat. While attention was focused elsewhere, corrupt and cruel governments in Asia and the
Pacific took the opportunity to steal resources, and lock up those who dared question and criticize, rolling back human
rights protections that took decades to put in place.
The worst situations often provide opportunities for the best human qualities to shine. Across the globe, millions of
health workers risked their lives to help strangers survive. Human rights defenders and victims of violations continued to
speak truth to power, expose mass violations, and empower the vulnerable to speak out. Our teams found innovative
ways to work, as the word ‘zoom’ found new meaning. Although we could not meet in person, demands for our trainings
and education programs increased dramatically. Our usual five-day courses, designed for 50 participants or so, were met
with hundreds of applicants. It seems that in darkness and isolation, people are hungry for knowledge, and knowledge is
power. As situations in countries across the region deteriorated, and the international community looked elsewhere,
people searched for lessons on more effective ways to defend human rights. Sadly, donor support for courageous local
organizations diminished, and AJAR worked hard to help them survive.
Patterns emerged as the pandemic took hold. Parliaments approved huge budgets for pandemic responses, with only
loose accountability arrangements in place. Emergency powers were quickly passed, suspending protections for human
rights and, in some countries, generals, responsible for past mass atrocities were recalled and appointed to lead
pandemic responses, leading to increased militarization. Human rights defenders and journalists who monitored and
criticized government actions were arrested and detained,
often using new laws regulating electronic media. There were many examples of police using COVID
protection powers to target those fighting for justice and environmental protection.
Following the US example of challenging election results, the Burmese generals declared their own free and fair
elections fraudulent. As I write, the same generals being investigated by the International Criminal Court for the rape,
torture, and mass killings of the Rohingya have taken control of the country. Our friends and colleagues are threatened,
arrested, tortured, and killed for peacefully demanding that election results be respected. They are claiming their rights
to freedom, safety, and democracy, and are being killed for voicing those demands.
The events of the past year, and the ongoing catastrophe in Myanmar, confirm AJAR’s mission and give us new energy. It
is clearer than ever that accountability is the foundation for a free society, and when impunity reigns and truth is
manipulated, there are massive costs over the long-term. Despite lockdowns and travel bans, AJAR teams in Indonesia,
Timor-Leste, and Bangladesh, with partners in Myanmar, continue to work with local communities to support vulnerable
victims, and programs across the region have kept us busier than ever. The past year has forced us to work in new,
smarter, and more impactful ways. We are honored to work alongside brave human rights defenders who refuse to stand
down in the face of injustice, even at the barrel of a gun. They remain our foundation, their courage and humility our
constant inspiration.
Patrick Burgess
President
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Examples of this work over the past year include:
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1 in a nutshell

Promoting awareness and understanding

HIGHLIGHTS
AJAR’s work supporting human rights
defenders and victims’ organizations in
contexts of recurrent mass violations were
more important than ever, with growing
militarization and increased attacks on
democracies across the region. Although
travel was restricted, established ‘circles of
learning and advocacy’ continued in six
countries, with electronic inputs from
peers and experts from across the globe,
and demand for AJAR’s trainings increased
dramatically. For example, five-day
fulltime trainings focusing on effective
ways to defend human rights transformed
into six-week part-time courses. In
countries like Bangladesh, Indonesia, and
Timor-Leste, hundreds of human rights
defenders applied to follow courses that
usually only accepted 30 participants.

Individuals and organizations working to
build movements often have life-long
commitments to truth, equality, and
justice, but their knowledge and capacity
are limited. AJAR’s core mandate is to help
human rights defenders, victims, and
related organizations to be more effective
in fighting for their rights.

AJAR’s goal is to build just and
accountable societies in places where
thousands have been victims of mass
killings, rape, torture, and other serious
violations. Experience shows populations
do not necessarily experience mass
violations only once, but repeatedly in
recurrent cycles of violence, and even
during periods of peace, the root causes of
corruption, impunity, and a lack of
accountability remain unaddressed. In
every case of recurrent violations, victims
and human rights defenders continue to
struggle for a better future. However, the
scale of the challenges requires gradually
building social movements able to push
back against abusive authoritarian
governments.

2. Developing capacity of human
rights defenders, victims, and
related organizations, to more
effectively fight for truth, justice,
and human rights;
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This goal is achieved through a four-step
theory of change:
1. Increasing awareness and
understanding of populations in
general, and key interest groups on
human rights in particular, on issues
of accountability and impunity,
enabling them to better
understand their rights, and
demand they are respected;

3. Linking like-minded individuals
and organizations both regionally
and globally, contributing to
developing movements for positive
change;
4. Providing technical expertise to
grass roots organizations to
contribute to legal and policy
changes at the national level, and
with multilateral organizations,
such as ASEAN, the United Nations,
and the European Union.

AJAR’s core
mandate is to help
human rights
defenders, victims,
and related
organizations be
more effective in
fighting for their
rights

• A year-long participatory research study with
100 indigenous women in remote areas of
Papua, examined challenges and documenting
strategies they faced in their fight against largescale acquisition of traditional forests and land.
• Research, including interviews with hundreds
of victims of serious human rights violations,
examined the challenges faced by the
pandemic in Indonesia and Timor-Leste. The
research, combined with practical assistance,
helped victims develop coping mechanisms to
survive.
• A five-week ‘festival of human rights’ focused on
increasing knowledge and commitment to
protect human rights among the youth of Asia.
The festival showcased the culmination of two
years’ work, which was transformed into 30
digital products and nine online events,
including discussions, music, and film, involving
1200 participants from Indonesia and other
Asian countries. More than 2 million people
viewed this social media campaign.
• The ‘school of human rights and social justice’
for young students in Timor-Leste continued.
This year more than 100 university students
attended activities, building their commitment
to fight against the recurrence of past
violations.
• As part of its long-term empowerment of
women survivors living in refugee camps in
Bangladesh, AJAR supported activities
embroidering cloth panels representing
survivor stories, which were sewn together into
a ‘quilt of memory and hope.’ After events in
Dhaka and Jakarta, an online exhibition
displayed the quilt, with quotes from the
survivors, and a short video explaining its
significance
• In Myanmar, in commemoration of the
International Day in Support of Torture
Survivors, a social media campaign using
animation to highlight torture, was created and
broadcast. A social media panel discussion with
human rights defenders garnered over 19,000
views.
• Campaigns on the Right to Truth featuring
micro-videos by local actors from nine countries
across Asia, marking 16 Days of Activism against
Violence against Women, engaged more than
20,000 netizens.

AJAR’s International Accountability Mechanisms for Myanmar
Series — available in English, Burmese, Bangla, and Karen language

Developing capacity
In the past five years, over 20,000 people have
attended events organized by AJAR and partners. In
2020, trainings, discussions, and workshops included:
• Online trainings on transitional justice with
more than 200 human rights defenders,
lawyers, and youth from Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Philippines, Thailand, and Sri Lanka.
• Working in the world’s largest refugee camp of
over one million Rohingya in Bangladesh, AJAR
continued empowering a group of 90 Rohingya
women using participatory approaches and,
with the Liberation War Museum, developed
remote-learning classes, covering human rights
and the pandemic, refugee rights, international
justice, and self-care.
• In Myanmar, AJAR created plain language
materials on international justice mechanisms,
including International Criminal Court and
International Court of Justice cases involving
Myanmar. Materials were provided in English
and Burmese, and were used for a range of
trainings both inside Myanmar, and in Rohingya
refugee camps.
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HUMANITY
Youth Festival
2020 focused
on increasing
knowledge
and
commitment
to protect
human rights
among the
youth of Asia.

Participant
from our body
mapping
workshop in
Myanmar,
drawing her
experience.

Strengthening linkages and increasing social
capital of human rights defenders
• AJAR continued hosting the Transitional
Justice Asia Network or TJAN. TJAN is a
regional network established five years ago,
with the goal of increasing capacity of Asia
experts to fight for truth, justice, and human
rights. This year, TJAN members from nine
countries participated in a series of online
trainings and discussions. The learning
processes focused on the threat of
authoritarianism, strategies to protect rights
during the pandemic, and the use of
electronic media and ‘micro-videos’ to
increase understanding of the root causes of
mass violations.
• AJAR is one of six leading human rights
organizations that founded the Asia Justice
Coalition or AJC, and is a member of the
steering committee, with the secretariat
hosted by Amnesty International. A focus of
the AJC is seeking justice for the horrific
crimes committed against the Rohingya by
the Burmese military in 2017, including the
killing of some 10,000 people, and the
torture and aggravated rape of hundreds of
women, leading to the forced displacement
of more than 700,000 people. Activities
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included support to lawyers conducting the
Rohingya case in the International Court of
Justice, and bringing voices of victims to high
level UN and other forums.
• AJAR continued support to the network of
Indonesian university academics working on
human rights issues, particularly through
providing trainings on transitional justice
and human rights.
• By linking the Aceh Truth and Reconciliation
Commission with Timor-Leste’s Centro
Nacional Chega! or CNC, AJAR facilitated
exchanges of knowledge and strategies on
truth-seeking, reconciliation, and designing
urgent reparations programs. Young people
from Papua, and other parts of Indonesia and
Timor-Leste, visited the Aceh TRC to deepen
their understanding of the work of truth
commissions.
• As a member of the Global Initiative for
Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation, AJAR and
partners worked to identify best practices for
supporting women survivors of sexual
violence, and children born of rape, in TimorLeste, Nepal, Bosnia Herzegovina, and South
Africa. Comparative studies on searching
mechanisms in Latin America and TimorLeste, and peace processes in Aceh and El
Salvador were developed.

Contributing technical assistance, along
with policy and legal inputs
• In February 2020, the Solomon Islands
parliament approved the new policy on the
Commission for Conflict Prevention and
Victims’ Rights. AJAR participated in a year
long process of consultation, technical
support, and drafting in support of the policy.
This is part of a strategy to cautiously expand
activities to include the Pacific.
• AJAR continued providing technical
assistance to the Aceh Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, the region’s first
sub-national truth commission. Many
contexts are liaising with AJAR and Aceh’s
TRC, drawing on lessons and considering
similar models to break cycles of violence.
There are many sub-national situations,
particularly involving victims from ethnoreligious minorities, with a desire to examine
and address past mass violations. This desire
to uncover the truth is not necessarily shared
by national security forces and governments.
• Although AJAR is based in Asia, it is
increasingly receiving requests to assist with
and share south-south lessons from other
regions. This year experts contributed
technical assistance, drafted policy inputs,

and provided presentations to senior
government officials and civil society
involved in transitions to peace in both
Sudan and Ethiopia.
• AJAR contributed to regional and national
links to UN bodies, including providing
advice to the International Criminal Court on
the Rohingya case, and collaborative
advocacy to international bodies on the
situation in Myanmar, the Philippines, and
Indonesia. Inputs, along with victims’
testimonies, were provided to UN events on
reparations, focusing on empowering TimorLeste’s stolen children.
• During a year of restricted travel, AJAR
provided scores of speeches and
presentations, including keynote addresses
to a global transitional justice conference in
Seoul, and a UN conference on victims’ rights
in Geneva, as well as inputs to the
development of transitional justice
mechanisms in Ethiopia, training inputs to
government and civil society gatherings in
Sudan, and presentations on links between
justice and violent extremism in Sri Lanka.
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Responding

2 to the pandemic
We, Rohingya women, did not know about preventive measures for corona, but AJAR talked
about them. We meet four or five days each week, and young girls come to learn about the
pandemic and pass on lessons to their communities
– Khusida from Camp 1

11 March 2021 marked a year since the World
Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
pandemic. AJAR, like the rest of the world,
scrambled to adjust to new ways of working,
including social distancing and working from
home. The pandemic forced a rethink on how to
continue delivering effective programs. It meant,
for the most part, that programs needed to be
delivered virtually or remotely. This proved
particularly challenging to an organization used to
bringing people together, meeting in person, and
working in close proximity with individuals and

communities, relying greatly on high levels of
active participation, with vibrant human
interaction.

Relieving the suffering of vulnerable
communities during the pandemic

Fighting for tolerance and combating
extremism in Sri Lanka

In order to operate effectively in a fast-changing
environment, AJAR undertook a rapid assessment
of the dramatically changed circumstances, and
implemented a plan that required redirecting
resources, migrating to online platforms,
retraining team members, and re-equipping
offices with appropriate resources and dedicated
technical equipment for remote learning.

Many survivor communities, especially those living
in isolated and remote areas, had little or no
material support at this time and, crucially, limited
or no access to accurate and reliable knowledge
and information. AJAR moved swiftly and
conducted surveys to understand the impact of the
lockdown. At both the individual and community
levels, AJAR stepped into the breach, and played
an important role in disseminating information
and providing other material support. Along with
partners in Bangladesh, Myanmar, Indonesia, and
Timor-Leste, AJAR familiarized people with ways
to keep safe, introducing communities to
preventive measures and protocols and, in some
cases, providing emergency care packages,
including essential foodstuffs, face masks, and
hand sanitizers. This humanitarian aid enabled
partners to maintain and, in some instances,
increase communications with survivors and their
families, while at the same time providing
information on self-care, as well as reassurance
4
and psychological support.

In Batticaloa, Sri Lanka, there has been rising
communal tensions and violence. AJAR’s partner, the
Suriya Women’s Development Centre, responded to
these tensions by working across communities, and
mainstreaming anti-extremism. Suriya addressed
issues directly, through the Tamil, Muslim, and Sinhala
Support Group. Despite the challenges of physically
meeting, several public campaigns, including the
white cloth campaign led by women’s groups from
across the country, were mounted in response to
increasing communal violence and racism. Racial
insensitivity was illustrated by the government’s
decision to cremate all COVID-related deaths. Human
rights groups campaigned against the government’s
insensitive ethno-centric approach, and the Muslim
community appealed for the policy to be reversed, as
cremations fly in the face of Muslim ritual burial
customs. As a result of pressure from civil society, the
policy was finally repealed in February 2021.

AJAR conducted online course on human rights and transitional justice for youth changemakers in Bangladesh using online meeting platform.
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AJAR together with our partner Papuan Women Working Group (PWG) and KPKC Sinode GKI Tanah helped
disseminating information to prepare mama-mama in Papua to protect themselves against COVID-19.

In addition to providing material support, AJAR
worked with local governments and officials,
encouraging them to adjust their delivery
mechanisms to more effectively respond to the
pandemic. This included better targeting of
pockets of vulnerability, ensuring that state
benefits and hand-outs reached the most
vulnerable communities and survivor groups.

Resisting authoritarian trends in the
Philippines
The Philippines provides another example of civil
society fighting back. AJAR’s partner, a fellow member
of TJAN, the Alternative Law Group, conducted two
webinars analysing new anti-terror laws providing the
government with sweeping powers to override human
rights protections. The campaign contributed to
raising public awareness ahead of the legal challenge
to the law in the Supreme Court in February 2021.
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3 a difference

The approach can best be described by thinking of
a specific human rights issue, like violence against
women and girls, for example.
Building-block one introduces the concept of
gender-based violence to the general public, and
strengthens their awareness and understanding
of violence against women and girls; buildingblock two builds capacity and trains dedicated
individuals and organizations to improve their
efficiency and effectiveness to challenge the

status quo, and to bring about positive and lasting
change to social norms; building-block three
helps to link those who are working on these
issues in their local communities, and with
national, regional, and global platforms; lastly,
building-block four embeds this change by
engaging and influencing policy-makers to
regulate and legislate, thereby affecting longterm sustainable change and reducing future
incidents of violence against women and girls.

A Rohingya woman sits in her shelter in the refugee camps of Bangladesh, sewing a panel of her memory living in Myanmar. AJAR with
the Liberation War Museum (LWM) of Bangladesh conducted a participatory study with women in the Rohingya Refugee Camps.

THEORY OF CHANGE
AJAR is committed to its vision of building just and
accountable societies, free from impunity. In 2020,
AJAR worked to realize this vision, despite the
restrictions of the pandemic, by engaging a wide
range of stakeholders, ensuring a broad-based
holistic approach. AJAR’s theory of change
envisages four building blocks – awareness,
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capacity, social capital, and policy – outlined in the
diagram below. These blocks do not necessarily
have to be sequential, but rather context and need
are the main determining factors for what is
required and when, and the point of entry or
intervention.

AJAR’s four interconnected building blocks of theory of change: promoting awareness and understanding,
engaging policy-makers and legislators, developing capacity, and building social capital
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Young human rights defenders

Constituencies

4 for change
AJAR works with a range of individuals and
organizations that have the potential to contribute
to positive change. These include survivors,
human rights defenders, journalists, civil society
organizations, government officials, and
legislators.

Empowered survivors
A key characteristic of AJAR’s institutional identity
is its close, continuous relationship with survivors
of serious violations. Throughout 2020, AJAR
maintained those relationships, providing support
to victim organizations, increasing the capacity
and effective ‘voice’ through trainings and
workshops, and providing direct assistance.

This included livelihood programs with women
survivors in the Shan and Kachin conflict areas of
Myanmar, that developed skills in production,
distribution, and marketing of hand sanitizer and
face masks.
In addition, AJAR provided trainings on how to
deal with the new challenges to victim
organizations in Indonesia, Timor-Leste, and
Bangladesh. This year, a number of victim
exchanges were facilitated, including between
Syrian victim groups and their counterparts in
Indonesia, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.

Quilts made after participatory study with women in the Rohingya Refugee Camps, Bangladesh —
conducted by AJAR with the Liberation War Museum (LWM) Bangladesh
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Young people will be responsible for
mapping and shaping the world of tomorrow
and, in a context of ever-increasing change,
they need to be equipped with the
knowledge and capacity to discern what is
true, consider all relevant information, and
make sound strategic decisions. It is
extremely important that youth living in
contexts of ongoing recurrent mass
violations are exposed to the truth, rather
than propaganda with the purpose of
distorting facts, promoted by those
responsible for the atrocities. Education on
topics like the root causes of recurrent
violations, human rights, and transitional
justice, is critical for young people, as the
effects of mass violations persist for decades.
AJAR has developed a range of training tools
designed to appeal to young audiences that
have experienced mass violence. In 2020, a
two-year program focusing on young human
rights defenders in Indonesia with an online
“Humanity Youth Festival”, a vibrant mix of
music, slam poetry, and videos, along with
discussions led by experienced global
experts, concluded. In Timor-Leste, AJAR
facilitated its fourth annual Human Rights
and Social Justice School for students. In
Bangladesh, trainings and workshops were
provided to empower young men and
women in the Rohingya camps, as well as
online trainings for Bangladeshi law
students.

AJAR facilitated its fourth annual Human Rights and Social Justice School
for students in Timor-Leste.
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Innovations

5 for accountability
Scenes and storybeats from the “Foreign Correspondent”’s feature
on ‘stolen children’ of Timor-Leste — as was seen on social media

AJAR’s work illustrating its innovative approaches to
building the demand for accountability and fighting
against impunity include:

The ‘stolen children’ of Timor-Leste
AJAR meeting with Aceh Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Komisi Kebenaran dan Rekonsiliasi Aceh)

Civil society and community-based
organisations
Although international advocacy is important and
can lead to strong pressure for change, sustainable
improvements can only take place if they are led
and supported by those inside the countries where
mass violations occur. In contexts of high levels of
corruption, nepotism, and impunity, the challenge
of holding governments to account falls on civil
society organizations. Those individuals and
organizations are well placed to lead movements
for change, but often need to develop their levels
of knowledge through exposure to lessons from
other contexts, and the capacity to influence
change.
In past years, AJAR conducted an average of three
trainings, workshops, or events every week in one
of the countries where it works. During the
pandemic year, it soon became apparent that
empowerment activities would need to be largely
conducted online. AJAR developed new
participatory methods to make online trainings
interesting, using a range of applications that
enabled participants to work collaboratively.
Participants were encouraged to share experiences
and stories, exploring songs and art, to develop
participatory and joyful ways of learning and
sharing remotely. As a result, demand for AJAR
trainings far outstripped its capacity to deliver.
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Even intensive six-week human rights and
transitional justice trainings were oversubscribed,
and many potential participants were turned away.
In total, more than 7,800 persons participated in
some 140 on and offline this year.

Change-makers within government
Civil society organizations cannot achieve
sustainable positive change unless those
changes are reflected in the regulations and
behavior of government institutions. AJAR
works in contexts where dictatorships and
authoritarian regimes have left deep scars in
government institutions, the courts, and the
judiciary, leaving them corrupt, weak and
inefficient. In 2020, AJAR and partners
included government representatives in
trainings in Bangladesh, Timor-Leste,
Thailand, and Indonesia.

In 1975 the Indonesian military invasion of Timor-Leste
heralded a 24-year period of brutal suppression of the
pro-independence movement, causing upwards of
200,000 deaths. During this period, thousands of
Timorese children were taken from their homes to
Indonesia, to live with military families, and often
placed in religious boarding schools. Many Timorese
families have for decades been putting flowers on the
graves of children they believed had died. With the
cooperation and assistance of the governments of
Timor-Leste and Indonesia, AJAR has been tracing
these “stolen children”, identifying and reuniting them
with their families. In 2020, AJAR continued tracing
victims, and identified 20 new survivors, while
continuing to support those already part of the
program.
AJAR’s “stolen children” program is not only vitally
important for survivors and their families, but is
helping shine a light on the problem of children
abducted during armed conflict, and is developing
linkages with Boko Haram atrocities in Nigeria and
other parts of Africa, as well as across Asia and Latin
America. The message is clear and simple: people
involved in armed conflict must obey the rules of war,
and not abduct children. The program has received
considerable media attention. A 2019 feature program
on BBC television, was followed in July 2020 by an
Australian feature on “Foreign Correspondent”, which
was viewed by some 30,000 people. At the end of 2020,
one of the “stolen children”, Isabelinha de Jesus Pinto,
testified to a UN-sponsored event opened by the
United Nation’s High Commissioner for Human Rights
Michelle Bachelet.
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Empowerment of Rohingya refugees
In Bangladesh, AJAR works with the Liberation
War Museum to educate and empower Rohingya
refugees to assist them to make informed
decisions. As the situation in Myanmar worsens,
refugees find themselves living in makeshift
shelters in squalid conditions. A million people live
on the muddy hills outside Cox’s Bazaar. Many are
victims of serious human rights violations, and all
have lost their homes and possessions. Over the
past year, AJAR worked with a select group of 90
women survivors, who regularly meet to develop
skills to (i) better comprehend what happened;

(ii) understand international judicial mechanisms
designed to deal with violations; and (iii) make
informed choices available for their future. The
program assists Rohingya women to form support
groups and create safe places where they can share
experiences. Major issues refugees faced during
the year included, violent groups of young men in
the camps, drug trafficking, increased influence of
religious extremists, and fires that destroyed the
makeshift huts of thousands. The Bangladeshi
government plans to relocate tens of thousands of
refugees to an unstable island off the coast.

Peaceful and

6 tolerant societies
A graphic
recording of
the webinar
session on
Transitional
Justice in the
Asia Region
by our
President,
Patrick
Burgess
©TJAN/Agah
Muharam

Learning Tools
AJAR has developed a range of tools to
guide its unique approach to participatory
learning and research. Two examples are
captured in the manuals: Stone and Flower: A
Guide to Understanding and Action for Women
Survivors, and Mosaic: A Manual for Building
Lives and Communities after Torture. The
manuals set out a step-by-step process for
workshops and trainings that combine
elements of healing and learning, while
developing strategic approaches for seeking
justice and rights. Elements of the two
manuals were used in online training
courses in 2020.

We lived peacefully in Burma, studying in schools and madrasas. Our children used to go to
school until, suddenly, we had to come to Bangladesh, as the Burmese military started to
torture us and commit genocide. So, our children can’t go to school now. But Bangladesh has
helped us a lot, and we are living peacefully here. At first, we had a training with AJAR for
sixteen or seventeen days. We formed groups of four or five people. We had a chance to learn
important things, and now we are trainers passing on knowledge to new teams
– Khusida from Camp 1
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Meetings after meetings, journeys after journeys, that my friends and I experienced in the
process of collecting stories of survivors. Hundreds of kilometres stretched between
one place and the next, but we were all brought together at one meeting point, a
point of truth and humanity. There were age gaps between us as facilitators and
survivors but, as always, we are brought together in the spirit of seeking the truth
and in the spirit of humanity
– Rizky Lani Permata, youth facilitator from the Humanity Project,
Jakarta
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Sustainable environments

7 and climate justice

This exchange program between Timor-Leste and West Timor youth is an important program
because, as a neighboring country, youth have an important role reaching out to their fellow young
people, to strengthen the relationship between the two countries, and to ensure peace from one
young person to the next. As members of the young generation in these two countries, we have the
responsibility to establish peace between our nations, because reality shows that although we live
in different countries, we live on the same island, only separated by a land border.
– Reflections from Carlito da Costa of HAK Foundation,
and a participant in the Youth Exchange for Human Rights program

The most common and important causes of mass
violations are discrimination and lack of tolerance for
minorities. The contexts where AJAR works are home
to ethnic minorities, such as the Moro in Mindanao,
the Pattani in southern Thailand, and the Shan,
Kachin, Karen, and Rohingya in Myanmar, and
religious minorities like Christians in Papua, and
Hindus and Muslims in Sri Lanka. In these contexts,
the unwillingness to accept the notion of equality for
all beliefs and religions has contributed to recurrent
conflict. It is alarming that religious-based
intolerance is on the rise in places like Indonesia and
Sri Lanka.
Recognizing the critical importance of tolerance,
AJAR has included the issue as a core part of all
trainings and workshops, and implemented a
number of specific activities focused on

reconciliation. These include an exchange involving
young people from both sides of the border between
Timor-Leste and Indonesia. The exchange involved
workshops on human rights, gender justice, and the
rule of law. It provided the opportunity for young
people to examine their shared history, cultural
similarities, and the ongoing impact of past
violations. The project provided opportunities for
Timorese, and demonstrated the advantages of
meaningful engagement on various social and
cultural issues. By applying their new knowledge,
young people would have the tools to steer their
country towards a stable and democratic future. In Sri
Lanka, AJAR delivered a training on the prevention of
violent extremism, focusing on perceptions of
injustice, and other contributing factors, drawing on
lessons learned from Indonesia, Thailand, and the
Philippines.

Scenes from
AJARproduced
short
documentary
“Indigenous
Women of
Mpur Swor
— The Land,
Water, and
Forest Belong
to Us”

I’m coming to the end of my life. When I die, who will protect my children’s rights to
this land? I ask us to do something. Until now, it has only been Feronika Manimbu
who actively worked to protect the land, but other women also
have their hearts in protecting our rights.
– Anike Asentowi, Kebar, Papua
AJAR’s approach to human rights integrates an
awareness of how unchecked exploitation of
natural resources affects human survival. AJAR
contributes to climate justice by siding with
communities that suffer disproportionately from
the impact of climate change. The organization
supports full engagement in actions to seek urgent
solutions capable of protecting homes and
environments as part of an integrated strategy to
strengthen the foundation of basic human rights.

AJAR organized a three-day training in Kupang dubbed "Youth Exchange for HR: Training on PAR - River of Life and Conflict Tree"
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Dictatorships and armed conflicts are often
triggered by the exploitation of natural resources.
Indigenous people and ethnic communities
struggle for survival in the face of environmental
degradation. Corruption, frequently linked to
resource exploitation, decreases the potential for
successful transitions to democracy. Large
corporations, often linked to powerful elites,

continue unsustainable development practices
that put the planet at risk. Communities are
fighting back to protect their lands and forests.
Examples of work on climate justice include a
major study in Papua, focused on the experience
and challenges faced by women in relation to
large-scale land acquisition. The report, entitled
“All the Birds are Gone”, focuses on patterns of
converting traditional forest homes belonging to
indigenous communities to palm oil plantations,
and other large-scale agribusiness projects. In
some cases, the levels of corruption were so high
that permits were provided to clear old forest areas
to create palm oil plantations but, once the trees
were cut and sold, the plantation never
materialized, leaving the land a wasteland and its
former inhabitants destitute. The final version of
the report will be released in March 2021.
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Planning

8 ahead

In Timor-Leste, work on a significant collaboration
with UN Women, focusing on strategies to stop
violence against women and girls, will commence.
The project involves empowering more than 20
civil society organizations to more effectively
combat violence against women and girls. In
Bangladesh, the multi-year work of educating and
empowering Rohingya women will continue,
expanding to include groups of young women and
men. Justice tools and materials relating to the
ICC, the ICJ, IIMM, and universal jurisdiction,
produced in English and Burmese by AJAR, will be
used to increase knowledge on international
justice issues for the Rohingya, Bangladeshi
interest groups, and a broad audience in Myanmar.
In Indonesia, AJAR will contribute to the
promotion of tolerance and inclusion, working
with civil society networks and government
change-makers to combat the rise of extremism.
Intensive technical assistance to the Aceh Truth
Commission will be provided to reveal and share
facts of mass crimes, as a basis for a future based
on the rule of law, justice, and accountability.

AJAR presented a series of three videos entitled Managing Stress during the Covid-19 Pandemic that aims
to help survivors and others deal with the Covid-19 pandemic

The unprecedented challenges of 2020 will change
with the availability of new vaccines, but this will
highlight the depth of injustices across the globe,
with poorer countries and marginalized groups
once again finding themselves at the back of the
queue. AJAR will monitor the long-term socialeconomic impacts of the pandemic, and provide
assistance to those on the margins of society.
In 2021, AJAR will keep focusing on empowering
those struggling to protect human rights against
all odds. For the past eight years, AJAR has worked
intensively on injustices in Myanmar. The failure of
the Burmese military to respect the results of the
2020 democratic elections, creates a major crisis
for the whole region. AJAR will work with civil
society networks, regional governments, and

17

ASEAN, to ensure accurate information is available
in the face of censorship, and continue lobbying for
justice and truth as the basis for a free and
democratic Myanmar. Work with victims’ groups in
conflict areas will intensify. The Burmese military
have been at war with their own people for 80
years, since independence in 1948. The failure to
hold the generals to account for decades of
atrocities against thousands of innocent people
has sent a message that they can continue with
impunity to exploit the nation’s resources for
themselves, their families, and their cronies. AJAR
will do what it takes at the local, regional, and
international level, to assist victims and help
establish a peaceful and democratic Myanmar.

At the regional level, solidarity and knowledge
sharing will be promoted in the face of rising
authoritarianism. After more than a decade of
creating learning resources, documenting human
rights violations, collecting testimonies of
survivors, conducting participatory workshops, and
assisting transitional justice mechanisms, AJAR
intends to begin creating a more accessible digital
archives of its work. This is key to improving southsouth learning and linkages, that will enhance
accountability and justice across the region.
The time has come to review outdated trends that
created so much waste through the over-extraction
of natural resources, the over-consumption of
fossil fuels, and the inevitable arrival pandemics.
AJAR will keep working with young people,
women’s groups, indigenous groups, and survivors
of human rights violations. The organization is
committed to creating pathways for genuine
participation, in efforts to ensure justice and
accountability are key to forging a common future.

The Transitional Justice Manual will be completed
and launched in 2021. The manual is a
comprehensive guide for civil society and
governments seeking ways to break cycles of
violence, based on truth, justice, and victims’
rights. The manual will be translated into regional
languages, beginning with a Thai language
version, that will provide a base for transitional
justice trainings designed for that country.
In Sri Lanka, work on tolerance and preventing
violent extremism will intensify, by collaborating
on trainings, training of trainers, and the
production of a training manual. The one-hour
documentary film “Generation 99”, co-produced by
AJAR, which tells the story of the struggle against
oppression during the Indonesian occupation of
Timor-Leste, and the birth of a nation, through the
eyes of young songwriters, musicians, and artists,
will be launched. A song about the stolen children
of Timor-Leste, produced with the help of some of
Australia’s best-known musicians, will be
launched, in both Tetun and English.
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Thank You
DONORS
Donor
Governments
•
•
•
•

Embassy of Switzerland in Indonesia
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands
US State Department’s Bureau of Human Rights and Labor

Foundation and NGOs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Jewish World Service
Australian Volunteer International
Bread for the World
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
Foundation for a Just Society
Fund for Global Human Rights
Impunity Watch
International Development Research Centre
International Coalition of Sites of Conscience
Misereor
Open Society Foundation
Swiss Task Force Dealing with the Past
Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
Tifa Foundation

Partners
PARTNERS
Regional
• Aceh Truth and Reconciliation Commission (KKR Aceh),
Indonesia
• Advocacy Forum, Nepal
• Alternative Law Groups (ALG), Philippines
• Amnesty International
• Alliance of Independent Journalists Banda Aceh, Indonesia
• Center for Study of Violence and Reconciliation, South
Africa
• Chega! for Us Association (ACbit), Timor-Leste
• Commission for the Disappeared and Victims of Violence
(KontraS) Aceh, Indonesia
• Cross Cultural Foundation (CrCF), Thailand
• Due Process of Law Foundation
• Global Initiative for Justice, Truth and Reconciliation
• Humanitarian Law Centre, Serbia
• Indonesia Human Rights Law Lecture Association
(SEPAHAM), Indonesia
• International Coalition of Sites of Conscience (ICSC), USA
• Legal Aid Institute Banda Aceh, Indonesia
• Liberation War Museum, Bangladesh
• National Centre for Chega! (CNC), Timor-Leste
• Network for Human Rights Documentation–Burma (ND–
Burma), Myanmar
• Rights and Security International
• Suriya Women’s Development Centre, Sri Lanka
• Syrian Legal Development Programme, Syria
• The 18 May Memorial Foundation, South Korea
• Transitional Justice Asia Network

Indonesia
• Advocacy Institute for Women’s Care (eL_AdPPer),
Merauke
• Amnesty International Indonesia
• Coalition of Justice and Truth (KKPK)
• The Coalition of Civil Society Organizations in Papua
(KOMASI Papua)
• Circle of Imagine Society (CIS), Timor Leste
• Commission for the Disappeared and Victims of Violence
(KontraS), Aceh
• Commission for the Disappeared and Victims of Violence
(KontraS), Jakarta
• Commission for the Disappeared and Victims of Violence
(KontraS), Sulawesi
• Commission for the Disappeared and Victims of Violence
(KontraS), Surabaya
• East Indonesian Women’s Network (JPIT), Kupang
• Forum of Human Rights Education and Struggle
(Fopperham)
• Foundation of Legal Aid Association of Indonesia (YLBHI),
Jakarta
• Humi Inane Foundation, Wamena
• Indonesian Association of the Family of the Disappeared
(IKOHI)
• Indonesian Consortium of Human Rights Lecturers
(SEPAHAM)
• Indonesian Journalist Alliance (AJI)
• Indonesian Journalist Alliance (AJI), Aceh
• Indonesian Trauma Testimony Project (ITTP)
• Institute for Research, Assessment and Development of
Legal Aid (LP3BH), West Papua
• Institute of Human Rights Studies and Advocacy
(ELSHAM), Papua
• Jayapura Support Group, Papua
• Joint Home of Papua Advocacy (Honai Bersama Advokasi
Papua)
• Katane Support Group Merauke, Papua
• kitabisa.com
• Labarik Lakon Community
• Legal Aid Institute (LBH), Banda Aceh
• Legal Aid Institute (LBH), Bandung
• Legal Aid Institute (LBH), Jakarta
• Legal Aid Insitute (LBH), Kaki Abu
• Legal Aid Institute (LBH), Papua
• Legal Aid Institue Indonesian Women's Association for
Justice (LBH APIK), East Kalimantan
• National Commission of Human Rights (Komnas HAM)
• National Commission on Violence Against Women
(Komnas Perempuan)
• Pamflet Generasi
• Papuan Women’s Working Group (PWG)
• Peace and Justice Secretariat, Bishop’s Office of Merauke
(SKP Keuskupan Agung Merauke), Papua
• Peace, Justice and the Integrity of Creation Unit,
Evangelical Christian Church of Papua (KPKC Gereja
Kristen Injili di Tanah Papua)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Puan Mahakam, East Kalimantan
PUSAKA Foundation, Jakarta
Radio News Agency (KBR)
Serikat Anak Muda Anti Impunitas (SEMAI), Semarang
Socio-economic Development for Victims of Conflict
(PASKA), Aceh
Survivor of Human Rights Crime Solidarity (SKP-HAM),
Palu, Sulawesi
The Merauke AIDS Prevention Commission (KPA
Merauke)
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (KKR), Aceh
University of Jember, Jember
University of Soedirman, Purwokerto
University of Soegijapranata, Semarang
Women's Indonesia (KIPPER), Yogyakarta
Women Volunteer for Humanity (RPuK), Aceh
Yasanto Foundation, Merauke

GOVERNANCE
Governance
AJAR’s
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guiding
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AJAR’s
Governing
Board
AJAR’S
GOVERNING
BOARD
Chairperson
• Ifdal Kasim, lawyer and former chair of Indonesia’s national
human rights commission (2008-2011)

Timor-Leste

Members

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rede Feto
Asosiasaun Chega! ba Ita
Asistensia Legal ba Feto no Labarik
Asosiasaun Unidade Feto Dezenvolvimento Baucau
Centro Nacional Chega!
Covalima Community Center
Movimento Feto Foinsa’e
Forum ONG Timor-Leste
Forum Komunikasaun Ba Feto Timor Loro Sa’e
Fundasaun CODIVA (Coalition for Diversity and Action)
Fundasaun Haburas Moris, Bobonaro
Fundasaun Hadeer
Fundasaun Moris Foun
Asosiasaun HAK
Hametin Demokrasia no Igualidade
Institutu Mata-Dalan Integradu
Knua Haberan Komunidade
Mane ho Vizaun Foun – Men with New Vision
Ombudsman of Human Rights and Justice
Psychosocial Recovery and Development in TimorLeste
Raes Hadomi Timor-Oan
Uma Pas Baucau
Rede Defensor Direitus Umanus; HR Defenders
Network
Rural Youth Action, Aileu
Seloi Horticultura Project, Aileu
The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women
The United Nations Human Rights Advisory Unit

Myanmar
Due to safety and security concerns, we are withholding
the partners and details of projects.

Putu Oka Sukanta, writer and acupuncturist, Jakarta
Zandra Mambrasar, human rights worker, Papua
Tati Krisnawaty, women’s rights advocate, West Java
Fr. Leo Kleden SVD, educator, Flores
I Gede Artika, businessman, Bali
Isna Marifa, environmentalist, Jakarta
Prihatin Asmidy, business manager, Jakarta
Rev. Dr. John Campbell-Nelson, educator, Kupang
Samsidar, human rights worker, Aceh

AJAR’s International Board of Advisors
• Ian Martin, UN expert and former secretary general of
Amnesty International, New York
• Priscilla Hayner, expert on truth and reconciliation
commissions and peace processes, New York
• Somchai Homlaor, jurist, member of the Law Reform
Commission of Thailand,and former member of Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, Bangkok
• Dr. Jacqueline Hayden, expert on the protection of children
in conflict areas, former head of the faculty of early
childhood education at Macquarie University, Australia
• David McQuoid Mason, expert on legal aid, founder of Street
Law Program, Professor of Law Durban University, Durban
• Kieran Dwyer, expert in human rights communications, New
York
• Rosalia Sciortino, formerly senior staff with Ford Foundation
and Rockefeller Foundation, expert on ASEAN, Bangkok
• Saku Akmeemana, international lawyer and access to justice
specialist, Washington DC
• Howard Varney, expert on investigation and prosecution of
mass crimes, advisor to a broad range of TRCs and
transitional justice processes, Cape Town
• Dr. Jehan Perera, expert on reconciliation and transitional
justice, Colombo
• Mandira Sharma, founder and executive director of the
Advocacy Forum of Nepal, expert on transitional justice,
combating torture, London/Kathmandu
• Lewis Tyndall, barrister and founder of Climate Roundtable,
Sydney
• Pat Walsh, former Advisor to the President of Timor-Leste on
reconciliation issues, Dili/Melbourne

Our Team
Regional

Volunteers and Interns

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patrick Burgess, President
Galuh Wandita, Director
Indria Fernida, Regional Program Coordinator
Citra Dwi Ayu, Finance Coordinator
Kartika Pratiwi, Regional Fundraising and Donor
Relations Coordinator
Aghniadi, Regional Communications Officer
Anindya Amanda, Program Officer
Clevyra Wang, Training and Development Officer
Neneng Kurniasih, Accounting and Finance Officer
Hardianto, Grant Administrator
Triana Agustin, Administration and Finance Assistant
Siti Aisyah, Grant Administrator
Andy Liem, Finance Advisor
Karen Campbell-Nelson, Institutional Learning and
Gender Advisor
Nicole Janisiewicz, Legal Advisor

Indonesia
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dodi Yuniar, Country Manager
Mulki Makmun, Deputy Manager
Sorang Saragih, Program Officer
Emmanuella Kania Mamonto, Program Officer
Moren Talisa Hutapea, Program Officer
Sornica Ester Lily, Program Assistant
Paskalena Daby, Program Assistant
Raisa Widiastari, Program Assistant
Mustofa, Office Assistant

Timor-Leste
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jose Luis de Oliveira, Country Director
Joviana Guterres, Program Manager
Inocencio Xavier, Program Officer
Leonardo Soares, Outreach Officer
Jose Fransisco, Finance Officer
Virginia Manuela Genoveva, Finance Assistant
Januario de Araujo, Finance and Admin Assistant

Myanmar
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maisie MacGillivray, Program Manager
Lway Nway Hnoung, Project Officer
Jade Moon, Project Officer
Laetitia Bonnet, Adviser
Mai Ja, Trainer
Shoty, Finance Officer
Nah Na, Finance and Administration Assistant

Bangladesh
• Pia Conradsen, Program Associate
• Nasrin Akter, Program Assistant
• Shakila Yesmin, Program Assistant

Binar Mentari
Cantighi Puspaningsih
Georgia Leyendekkers
Imrul Khan
Joseph Pesah
Junaid Tanbir
Khandakar Mohammad
Luthfunnahar Shancyi
Mei Widiastutik
Mohammad Pizuar Hossain
Muhammad Kenzo Baskoro
Natalia Yewen
Noorem Mahpara
Priyanka Utama
Rezki Ameliyah Arief
Rizky Lani Permata
Renezio Carvalho
Sharjin Jahan
Tabassum Islam Tamanna
Zannatul Mawah Labanna

Consultants
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adam Pantouw
Agah Nugraha Muharam
Aviva Nababan
Adiyat Jati Wicaksono
Agung Seldy Arimsyah
Agustin Zacharias
Alam Surya Anggara
Albertus Arga Yuda Prasetya
Alhilyatuz Zakiyah Fillaily
Alviani Sabillah
Andi Gunawan
Andy Yentriyani
Armin Septiexen Radja Djawa
Aswin
Aziz Abdi
Bagus Septa Pratama
Bombo
Daniel Charles Radongkir
Delila Tirsa Ariks
Deny Renanda Putra
Difa Shafira
Dominikus Bala Karang
Fahmi Sabar
Fat Velvet
Fauzan Adinugraha
Feronika Manimbu
Fransiska Kodaip
Fyza Ghania
Gandhi Setyawan
Gloria Caeli
Hana Kurniasih
Hantam, PT.
Hugo Teo Ramsey

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ignatia Dyahapsari
Ignatius Ade
Ika Vantiani
Janu Wibowo
Juandini Amelia Lapaan
Kornelis Timbiri
Lutfi Anandika
Manik Marganamahendra
Maulana Ishaq
Muhammad Sholekan
Muhammad Faisal Bustamam
Muhammad Syafari Firdaus
Natasha Abigail Koetin
Natasha Tontey
Nicole Janisiewicz
Nurlaela A.K. Lamasitudju
Odhi Oktolori
Putri Kanesia
Rehza Pratama Eka Nanda
Rezki Ameliyah Arief
Rhea Bambulu
Rizka Irjayanti
Rizky Lani Permata
Rizkyka Saraswati
Robby Al Ghafiqi
Rosaline Mahuze
Rumah KitaB
Rumana Akter

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sairam Salim
Serlina Sembel
Shera Rindra
SkolMus Enterprise
Sriyanto
Syaldi Sahude
Tentang Silam
Toma & Kako
UDEIDO Collective
Wisnu Prima Ramadhan
Wulang Sunu
Yohanes Kornelius Ethelbert
Yovista Ahtajida
Yuliana Yabansabra
Zulfikar Arief

AJAR works to rebuild communities
by championing justice for all and
empowering victims and society to
hold perpetrators to account

Indonesia
Jalan Tebet Utara II C No. 22 A
Jakarta Selatan 12810 Indonesia
Tel / Fax: +62 21 835 5550
Timor-Leste
Rua Karketu Mota-Ain 08
Suco Motael, Dili Timor-Leste
Tel / Fax: +670 7723 7170
AJAR Learning Center
Jalan Pantai Berawa
Gang Sri Kahyangan No.1 Badung
Bali 80361 Indonesia
Tel / Fax: +62 361 474 1462

